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Wvomming Clain.
T P the Wyoming Repubilican & Hemld
MEMORIAL TO CONGREMS,
Po the Honourable the Senate anid House
of Representatives of the United States,
in Congreas assenliled.

By order of a public meeting, held at|

Wilkes-Barre, Luzere County, Penusyl-
vania, the subseribers present you the lol-
Towing Memaorial in behallol the Wy oming
Sufferers during the Revolutionary War,
their Heirs, Widows, and legal Reprosen-
tativen, . , :

Phie eireumsianees of the invasion of the
Wyoming Setlement by the British aud
Tndisns: the battle and massacres the eatire
expulsion of the inhabilants; the eanilngr-
tion of their dwellinge, and the devastanon
of their ficllg—are presumedta e fumidiar
toallof you. In the annaix of that fearful

but glorious conflict. not a puge recounts a |

livelicy devotion 1o the csuse ol lileny, or
depicia a blondier field, deeper sufferings,
or tore extensive lnsses of property.  Ly-
ery listorian who has written an aceount of
the Revolutionury War, has tolil the slory
of her sufferines.  All America and [u-
rope wore filled, at the time, with the el
ancholy details, It 18 not ovr purpose o
3'-";Ik"£l youyr t-.'}‘m[r:illiirf-; bt =0 I_nlll"h we
thought propor to say by way ol introduc-
tion. Our appes! shull be made to your
jodgments.  We would address facts 10
your reason, and arguments to your 1llllt]f'l"
standing; looking o your delibevate judg-
ments for a fuvorable response to our Peti-
tion.

The Wyoming Sottlements were made
under the ntll]illril}' of Connectient. A
town called Westmoreland  was ercated
here, attached 1o the eounty of Litchfield,
noar threc handred miles distants the laws
of Connoeetient rll‘t'\'ﬂiir'l]. Civil and mihi-
tary  officers  derived  theie conunissions
from that Swute.  Reprosentalives  were
sent from here to her Legislature: snd the
troops ruised in Wostnprelund were  pagt
of the Connesticut Line on the Continental
establishment.  Seversl towns of Connees
tieut were burnt by the enemyi—New
London, Danbury, " Westmoreland, Fair-
field, Groton, and others, were among the
number.  Connectient has made all those
fowns, oxtepl one, full and smple remu-
neration for their losses,  Westmorelanil,
A Weoming, alune, received nothing.
Five hundred thousand acres of lundy in
the Wostern Reserve, were geanted in 1792
1o those wwng, valued ot Gs, 8d., o Frenel
crowin POr aere=—anmounting 1o hetween five
and six hundeed thousand dollars.  “This
was a beneficent act on the
fiocticut, and will redound in oll futnee time
10 her honor.  Was not the grant also just,
as well as heneficent?

grant?
g justice?

f, then, it was just and equitable that New

London, Danbury, Fuicfield, and those oth-
er towns should be indemnificd, is it not
clear as demonstratici, that “’t-»hnm'cl:unl_
or Wyoming—where a heavier sacrifice ol

life, Tar deeper personal sufferings=, and

more extensive losses, were sustained; was

also entitled to vemuperation?

We antieipate here, that honorable mom-
bers may gny—Your elaim is doubtloss
just.—Sianding on its own mevits of serve- |

ces, suffirings, and losses, it ig o surong

claim: and when it is opnsidered rolatively |
1o those other towns of Connecticut, provi-
ded for, it appears of unquestionable validi |
But when your parent Slate was ma-|
king s0 ample provision lor others similar-
1y situated, why did you not then apply to
While we sdmit ithe claim
just, we eannot gee 65 yeb, how the Cency-

iy

her for aul?

4l Government ean b hold Jinkle o make
you compensgtion.’”
£ 4 i yirdLs o
reply with all truth and simplieity:

The reason why no proy ixton was made
for Wesunoreland ia simple, and easily told. |
About the conclusion of the War, by the
deeree of Tronton, which xettled the long |

t‘-xi!tillg conlroversy i reapeet o those
lands, the jurisdiotion over Westmoveland
consed in Conneetiend, snid wos sranserred
1o Penusylvanin.  Jt waes not uitil ahout
ten venrs after this évent, thit Conneticut
&0 far recovercd lier resoupces as 1o

: -
able to make remuncration to those sulvr-

ing towns whieh ghe indemuified. Bong
no longern purliuu of the State, no provi-
gion was made for ug, a9

tinned @ gomponent part of Connecticut.
Penmsylvania, with & liberality

lic spirit most honorable to her patriotisim |
and justice, has granted ample rewards to
officers and soldiers of her line, and to oth-
ers;, whose merits and suflerings ir_l the
causo, commended them to her considera-
Not having been harmoniously @
part of Pennsylvanis, but maiutaining &n

tion,

i:u{im-lc of opposition, if not of hostlitys | was the euse with Wintermoat's fort, Forty
during, and indeod for sometime after lim| fort, and the fort a1 Wilkee-Barre,

yart of Coune-

Did not the reeipi-
ents deserve—were they not enfitled to this
Was not their elnim founded inthe
sinciples of eternal  Bquity and overlast.
Who ever heand n doubit ex-
yresged of the righteousness of their clifin?

T'o this we would |

e

there doubiless
wobld have been, had Westmoreland con-

war, 1t conld not be asked or expested
that she would make good the losses, or
grant rewards (ur the suffevings of the Wy-
oming peuple.  So thaty to use a common
but expressive  phrase;  “hoiween twp
stenls we eame to the ground.”  Moreover,
lthe diassteis of the war, utterly prn:ﬂmte{l
the people of Wyoming,  Mast of our nat-
|lr;|l‘ lglfzarllinllﬂ illlll ]n-nlm-lnrs were lliiin.
amonrst them muny of our ehief men; wid-
ows and orphans, aged or very voung men,
destitnte and poor, constitured our chief
population.  ‘The unhappy dispute (since
g0 satisfactorily adjusted by our prescat
parent and  protector,  noble and  liberal
Popusylvanin) still continuad, as you doubt-
lese Winw, to perplex and impoverish ne.
o obtuin *this dey onr daily bread'” oe-
dupied the thoughts and exertions of usal

and no application was mude 1o Conneeti-
cut to ehare in the bounty she was so libe
erally dispensing.  But we ask vour pa-
ticnee while we show, a5 we are sure we
capy, that te the General Govermment we
have a riglit fairly to look for aidl. 'The
services performed, the sufferings eddured,
and the losses sustained, were all in the
pulilie service, for the general canse,  'They
all tended to the great end of aceo nplish-
inr  Nutional ]u.h'pvnrlunuc. wihich has
Wrought progperity so unhaunded to our
belaved country.  All the debis founded
an eontrict having beon paid, Cougress
have reorntly, wilh just and liberal hand
heen meting ont to eldimants, nct by con-
{ract, but in equity, liberal rewards for ser-
vices performed, suffrings endurod, or
lagyes swsteined,  In those throe poarticu-
flars, no cloim ean be sstonger e thiast of
Wyvoming.

Moreover, there is a «lrong  point which
weo nean o indieate, but not now o argne
af leneih, which statesmen, funiliar with
the «prings ofevenis, well know to have
trath for s foundation,
thewanr, whoen the issue was eertaing and a
geent empire of independent and powerful
sovercionties was taking rank among the
pations, it was deemed of the utmost ine-
portarice that all disputes about territory
and Jurisdietion should e put 1o rest
Powerlul States were o be coneilizted by

Iidennificarions were to be allowed o oth-
ere.  Little wounld those statesmen and pa-
wriots have deserved the award weall vinld
theie swisdom apd sagacity, if they had not
pdopted proper ineasures to harmonize con-
flicting interests, and to consolidate fhe
anion.  HMow [ar the nntinaal poliey we
spenk of influenced the varions measures
dnd  {inal decision which econfirmed to

tered Nimits, and granted 1o Connedticut an
indemnification in Ohio, we need not lere
demonstrate,  Certsinly that poliey was,
in o national point of view, wise—: hene-
fit to Conpeeticut—a  blessing o Pennsyl-
vania: wnd if, for the common good, 1t ex-
claded Wesunorelund from a participation
with other owns milemuificd, is it ot right
that the common purse should afford her
such remuneration gs may be jusi?
Arpin—"The old Continental Congress
pussed a Resalution, Oct. 10, 1780 in
which it was deelured, in reforenee to the
unappopriated Lands which may be ceded
1o the United States,  *That the noeessary
and retvonable expenses which suy partic-
ular Swmie sholl have ineurred, since the
commencement of the present war, in sub-
duine any British Posts, or in maintain-
ine l"urf'.\ and Garrisons within and .,'rul‘
the defence, orinaequiting any. part of the
teeritory (hat may be ceded or relinguished
w the United States, shall be veimbursed."
Although the words of the Resolution do

thot its spirit makes strongly in favor of the
Wyoming elnm.

During the Rovolutionary war, Wyo-
|m|'n;! »!l.\m‘ nn - exXIreme frontipy—an onf-
‘m<| on the horders of the sowlement ol the
& vare enemy. o Sunbury, the nearest
inhnbited ll'!.i;'r’ down the Susquehapna, it
was sixty miles; thraigh the Groat SBwamp
it was sixty miles, 0 pathlese wilderness,
Lt Bethilehem or Easton.  The wa
andd Blowdy Mohaw ks, Sonecus, ond oth.
L ops, of the Six nmions, o eupiosd all the
uppor hranches ol e I'Cn.-._inrh'.um::. and
were within a few hoora sail ofoue seutle-
ments, which weie exposed to constant at-
incks.  Our pathways were ambuthed, and
| midnight glaved with the constant confla.
[ wgatimn of our dwellings.  ‘Thus exposed,
we stoodl g8 a shicld 1o all the settloments
In this situation, every man

ke

llu-]m\' us,

and pub- | might justly be considered a8 on duty eon-

yinnally. Every man might well be eon-
sidered as enlisted for and during the whole
‘I'here wos no peace, Do securily at

The hushandman fook his
hand, and hig rifle in the ather,
Several forts were buile,
Such

MWAOr.
W voming.
hoe i one
o his cormlicld, |
qud garrisons steadily muint uned,

PRINTED

LUMBIA C!

About the close of

the fevorahle adjustment of their elaims, |

Penneyivania the whole extent of her ¢har- |

ot reach us, we do respectiully suggest, |

AND PUBLISHED |

‘T'his
| was done by the people, by the militia, by
| common  consent and common exertion.
[See note A, “I'hree hundeed miles from

'I Connecticut, 1t was vain to ask ussistance
from her, exerting every nerve as she was

[Hor the eommon defence, and the proteetiog

{of her extonsive und exposed seabouard.

| 1 States which ceded lands were entifled o
ho reimbursed for Keeping up forts, we sub-
mit whether a peaple situnted like those of
'yoming, may nol properly ask for reim-
bursement—since not only themselves, hut

la wide extent of country below, slept in

comparitite security througl their position |
antd exertions,
But Congress early satwy, and felt for the

{extremely exposed  situation of yoming.
On the 23d August, 1770, Resolutions

Vwera entered into, of which one is in these
words: Ihat two companics on the Con-

Hinental Tstablishment be raised in the town
of Hestmorelund, and stationed in proper
places, for the dofence of the inhabitants

ln{'wris! town, and party adjecent, ill fur-
ther orders of Congress.”  The Monday
following, Aug. 26, “Congress proceeded
o the election of sundry Officers, when

[ Robert Durkee and Samzel Ransom were

vhinsen Captuins of the two Companies or-

tdered 1o be rmsged inthe wown of Hest-
moreland; James Jells and Perrin Ross
first Lieutenamts; Heman Swilt and Mathi-
as Hollenback Ensigns of gaid Companies.”

Thous the General Government—the

Continental Congress, took the special de-

fence ol Fyowing into their hands,  They

were sutisfied, it seems, that the militia,
liowever well organised, were notsufficient
fur its defence. A rogular foree was deem-
el necessary, and orders were issued for
tuising that foree, for the special defrnce of
that lown and parts adjacent. By anoth:
et clause it was provided that lfw men
should lie liable toserve in any other part
of the United States.  This provision, not-
withstanding they were ruised expressly

sfor the difence of the inhabitants,” &e.
was perfeetly propers for il the Bavages on

the upper waters al the Susquehanna should

be driven off by a force from' Albany, or
| elsewhere, so thot the source of impending
| dunger should be removed, there wus no-

{ thing more proper than that these compa-

nies, heing nolonger needed for the defence

| of the inhabitants, should be marehed else-

Lwhere. at the diseretion ol Congress.  Im-
perious necessity, however, almost imme-

[diately induced Congress, without the im-

| plied contingency ol the proximate enemy

| heing removed, to eall for their services in
another quarter,  On the 23th  Oetaber,

[ 17706, the baule of IMhite Plaing was fought,

and FFashington retreated,  Nov. 10, Fort

Iushington surrendered to the encmy, who

immediately pushed his victorions tronps

i presuit of the American army, and on

the 2d December His Excelleney retired

tirough Princeton to T'renton, Lovd Corn-
wallis pushing upon his rear,  *“The Ar-
my," says Muarshal, “at no time during the
rotreat,  exceeded four thousand men, and
on reaching the Delaware was reduced to
less than three thousand, of whom not quite
onc-third were militin of New Jersoy,™”|

W Phe commander-in-chiel found himselll at |

the head of this small band of soldiers, dis-

pirited by their losses and futignes, retreat- |
ing, almost noked and bave-footed, in the
eold of November and December, before al
numerong, well appointed and victorious
army.”

On the 12th Decomber, Congress passail

a Resolution, setting lovth, that “whereas,
the movements ol the onemy have now |
rendered this eity (Philadelphia) the seat of
war,"" does, they reeolved 1o adjourn to
{meet at Baltimore.  "The sane pay they
wlopted e following Resolution:—**Re-
solved, "That the two companies raised in
| ithe town of Hestmorclard, be ordered to |
join Gen, MWushington, with all possible
| expedition,

| Thus, within less than four months {rom

[ the first order to raise these companies, and

| Nowe A—Lictract from

| -'-u'{f.-',

L p& Al o Town meeting le
Wi
yo Yith, 1770,

afltal, Butler was choden Modemior for yo wark

of ye il 1. |

| v\ otnd—It ia the upim:m of this n?-'-'tin;.' thiad it

| *iow begomes nepessary for yo Inslaabdtapts of ilyis

| ¥ T'own to crect suitable Fort or Forts, as « defornice
| wrninel oUr COBIMON oNeEy.

“Augnat 28th, 1776, ihie moeting s opened and

{"ht'lll B en nljournment, ; L

| wVisted—That ye threa Iield Oflicers of ye Re

| “giment in' thisTown pe appeinted wi . commpition
“to view the wout gonvenient ploces  in suid town |
“for building Forts for yo defonce of ssld town end |
adetermine on some partlouler spot or place or pla-
“eon in ench district for that purpose, aiid ke out
Bl kume .

Westmoredand  Re-

Y \\'LI]’[JI‘!] :11':'1 ‘II'IL; il'l
Barre dintrict,  Sugust

uVated—That the above wnid Committeo do re- | gunlping knife,

| spommend it tothe people in coach part as shall be
L st ofl by them to heleng o wuy Fort 1o proceed
| wloethwith In builling said Ports &e. without ei-
{uther fre or vovard froon ye suid Town." I

i L
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probably within less than ninety days from |

their enlistment and. organization, the ox.
tremie and pressing exigence of the general
eause required that they should be withdrawn
from the country they were rised to de-
fend, to aid Mashington in resisting the
alarming advances of the enemy.

T'he consequence which followed it re-
quired but [ittle angacity to foresee,  Stim-
ulated to revenge, by the aid sent from H y-
oming to MFashington; incited by the con-
sequent weakness of the settlements, to at-
tack them; und urged by policy to compel
the  withdrawal from the Communder in
Chief of part of'his men, by forcing them
liome to defend their own  fire-sides—ihe
cnemy were notlong in planning their at-
tuck,

The British having obtained posscssion
of Philadelphia, inevitable necessity did not
allow IHis Excelleney to dispense with the
services of thie Westmorelend companies;
but the reiterated rumors of preparation to
attuck Wyoming, again engagod the atten-
tion of the Congress.  They saw, folt and
ncknowledged their distressed  situation;
but while the heurt was sssaled, and the
whole foree of the country wus coneentr-
ted for 8 proteetion; lite aid, buil encoura-
ging words, could be efforded to.ilie direa-
tened extremities. In March, 1778, about
ninety days before the invasion, Caongress
resolved,  “'I'hat one full company of oot
be raised in the Town of Westmoreland
on the east hank of the Susquehanna, (or the
defence of the said town and the seitlements
onthe frontier, and in the neighborhood
thereof, against the Indians and other enc-
mies ol the Siates: the suid company to e
enlisted for one year from the time of their
enlisting, unless sooner discharged by Con-
gress, That the companies jfind their
own arms, aecoulvements and Olankefs"
And provision was made that these should
be ]mial for.

T'hus a thivd company was rnised in that
infant and small settlement, having to clothe
and arm themselves if they could, and an ex-
haustd Treasury promised to repay the
charge. ‘This company was in the battle,
and almost literally annihilated.

The number of men which comprised
the first two companies when raised in 17-
76, we are not able to state: but in June,
1778, by a Resclution of Congress, it ap-
pears that there wero then 86 non-commis-
sioned ofiicers and privates, A number il
is kpown, were #lain in battle, in the Jer-
seys, and some died in the scryvice.—At
the time mentioned the two companies
were consoloduted into one; Simon Splad-
ing nrpnimcd Captain, Timothy Pierce
and Phineas Pierce, Lieutenants; and they
were detached for the defence of the fron-
tiers, but did not arrive until the settlement
was cut off, Capt. Ransom and Capt.
Durkee, Lieut.'s Ross and Wells, of the
original companies, at home on furough,
were in the battle, and were all slain.

On the first of July, 1778, Col. John
Butler, of the British army, with 400 men,
regnlars and tories, and with 500 Tndian
warriors, entered the Valley of Wyoming.
Rumors of the meditated irmaption had pre-

[ under the command of Col, Zebulon But-

{ tress they all fled,—some in hoats down

ceded them, and pressing  solicitations  for
reliel had heen sentto head quarters. A
number of the officers of ihe two compa-
nies had returnod on furlough. The Mili-
tin were mustered.  Old men and boys
ook their muskets, Retirement or flight
wag impossible,  There seemed no securi-
ty butin the victory. Unequal aa was the
confliet, anil hopeless in the eye of pru-
dences the young atlilotic men it to beay
arms ond reised for their special defence,
being absent with the main army; yet the
inhabitantz, looking 1o their dependent
wives and little ones, took counsel of their
vourage, and resolyed to give the enemy
hattle.  On the 3d o July, about 400 men

ler, marelied out to meet the British and
theit savape allies, being more than double
their numbers, On the right wing the
conflict was sgharply contested for some
time, andtha coemy gave way, On the
lefly out flanked hy the the men
fought and fell papidly, till an order wus
given to fall back amld persenst a Iunuvrl
front to the enemv: a maneuvre which |
could not be executed under the destructive
tire of the Indiagn rifles,  Conlnsion ensuoed

—u disastrans rotroat followed, and o most

Ioody massaere consummuied the bloody

tagedy., Weeannot dwell on ihe battle
and the subsequent horrors. Tt would be

useless if we could, Brother fell by the

side of brother; fathers and sons perished

in the same field., Move than L:df our
little army were slain; mony of the rest
were wounded; and the whole settlement
—very aged men und helpless children,
widows anid orphans, were now exposed,
witlout protection, to the tomahawk and
In utter confusion and dis-
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the river, but moest on foot through the wil-
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for words cannot point the unequalled mis-
ery of their situation, In the simplicity of
teuth we will state two instances, those of
the Chairman and Secretary of this mee-
ling.

Perrin and Jeremivh Ross, brothers of
the Chairman, were in the buttle, and both
fell.  Mr. Ross, then a lad, his father be-
ing dead, was the only male of the family

dow of his brother Perrin and her five or-
phan children, fled,—sueh was the terror
and confusion, not together, but in three
separate parties; two down the river to
Harrishurg, aud thence to Orange Co.,
New York—two to Nescopeck, and thence
to Fort Allen—the rest by a more eastern
rotte.

The futher of Mr, Dana had then recent-
Iy returned from Hartford, where he had
heen o member of the Assembly of Con-
nectient, from the town of Westmorelund.
He was in the battle; and M. Whiting, a
young man who had a few months hefore
married his deughter, was also in the bat-
tle. Both were sliin.  Anderson Dana,
our Secretary, then a lad of 18, widowed
mother und willowed sister, (the latter in
delicate health) with thirteen others, of
whom he was the eldest male—having one
pack horse o carry the few things they
could hastly gather, set ont thyough the
wilderness on foot to join their friends three
hundred miles distant, in Ashiord, Connec-
tient, fron whence they originully came.
—Death and desolation were behind them;
before them, hunger and despair. They
were twenty days on their journey, living
chiefly on charity. Several women of difs
fevent parties of fugitives, gave birth to
children on the way, who were indeed,

“Children of misery haptized in tears.”

In the Valley, the demon: of  destruction
completed his work:  Searcely an  inhabi-
tant remuined.  Every house was rifled
andburnt.  The sweep was universal—
every thing was destroyed. The caule
driven away and the harvests luid waste.
War and woe never looked upon a seene of
such uiter xorrow and desolation.

Guyriemps—Ils it not plain, that these
disustors und suflerings, befel the inhabi-
tants from their exertions in the cause of
their country?  Is it not munifest, that the
withdrawing the two eompanies raised for
the defence of the people, occasioned the
attack, massnere, and ruin that followed?—
And iz it not right, just now when the
public 'Trensury 1s full, and all the other
equituble Revolutionary claims have been
recognized by Congress, that something
ghould be granted to the old Wyoming
sufferers, and  their heirs? Why shoul
all receive bounty or justice, and we, ten
fold sufferers, obtain mothing? T honor
of the dead, as well as justice to the living,,
we ask it at your hands. Noble Virginia
granted Col. George Rogers Clarke and
his regiment; who marched with him to
Kusknskia, and 8t. Vincent, one hundred
and filty thousand acres of land on the Ohi-
o, Should not Wyoming receive as much!?
—The portion of New London must have
exceeded one hundredand fifty thousand:
Ought not Wyoming receive rg much!—

Having no other resting place, the sur-
vivors were obliged to return, desolate nad
melancholy as were their homes.—the bat-
tle ground was sfill strewn with the unburi-
ed slaing and their remaing, as soon as they
eould be npproached in that suliry  season,
were gathered and interred with affection-
ate and pions care.

After their return, the savages kept war
portios around the settlements, and many
were murdered.  Jonathan Slocum and his
wile's father, TIsaaec I'ripp, Esq. who
had been a representative to the Connee-
tieut Assembly from Westmoreland, were
hutehiered and scalped together, near the
Wilkesbarre fort; and shorily before, anoth-
er party of savages murdered two ehildren
near the door of Mrs. Sloeum, and took
eaptive, Frances, her dauglier, agod then
abont five years,  After the war dilizent
soarch through all the Indian country o
Detroit, was made by her brothers,” for
their lost sister, but in vain,  Afier all hope
wis extinguished, recontly within the pre-
sent year, the sistey, now nemly seyenty
vears of age, has been found, Not able to
speak o word of our languare, o long life
of habit hos indentified hey with the Indi-
ans; nnd though there is n maolanchaly plea-
sure in the recopnition, and certainty of

Norz B. What u noble contrust do the pro-
ceodings of Wyoming present—we copy from the
record.

“Ats town mooting legally warned and  held at
“Wentmoreland December ye 9th 1777,

“John Jenking, Esq. was chosen Moderator for ye
sswvark of ve day, Erckiel Pierce was chosen Town
“elerk for the year ensuing, Decembor 304, 1777,
“This meeting i oppened and held by adjourn-
“mont.

“Yuoted—DBy this Town that ye commiltee of
“lnepectors be empowered lo supply the Sonune

derness. Your imagination must coneeive,
4

wwidows, wid their families with the neceesaries

af life

remaining. His mather, six sisters, the wi-
-

-




